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President’s Pen
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I would like to welcome you to
the Summer 2020 issue of the West Virginia Citizens Defense League’s
semi-annual newsletter – The Black Shirt Chronicle. This newsletter will
be sent in digital format to anyone on the WVCDL email list and will ultimately be published to our Facebook page twice a year.
The Black Shirt Chronicle serves as a glimpse into who we are and what
we do. Feel free to print this newsletter and distribute it to family and
friends; hand it out to coworkers; or distribute it at gun shows or other
events where we have a presence. What sets the West Virginia Citizens
Defense League apart is its active, knowledgeable, and engaged membership. The Black Shirt Chronicle is not only a service to our membership
but also a tool for their use in spreading the message. You all continue to
amaze us, and we hope you enjoy this newsletter.
This issue of The Black Shirt Chronicle serves as a legislative recap and
outlines some new changes to the West Virginia State Code. We had record
turnout at our Lobby Day event this year and it had a huge impact. It was
a wild and tumultuous session, but WVCDL came away with some crucial victories including full deadly weapon preemption, slashing concealed
handgun license fees, and permitting the carry of pepper spray onto the
state capitol complex.
Finally, if you are not on our email list, please visit www.wvcdl.org and
sign up now. Once you have checked us out, consider joining as a paid
member and getting your own black shirt! You can also keep up to speed
with us on our Facebook page – https://www.facebook.com/groups/WVCDL/
In liberty,

YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS
--- Ian T. Masters, Esq.
President, WVCDL
(304) 794-6702
imasters@wvcdl.org
--- Amber Perry
Vice President, WVCDL
aperry@wvcdl.org
--- Kevin Patrick, Jr.
Member, Board of Directors WVCDL
kpatrick@wvcdl.org
---Eric Legg
Treasurer, Board of Directors WVCDL
elegg@wvcdl.org
---Thomas Raynes
Member, Board of Directors WVCDL
traynes@wvcdl.org
---Patrick Moore
Member, Board of Directors WVCDL
pmoore@wvcdl.org
--- Charles Horst
Member, Board of Directors WVCDL
chorst@wvcdl.org

		Ian T. Masters
		President, WVCDL
		Montani Semper Liberi
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LEGISLATIVE RECAP
SB96 (Deadly Weapon Preemption) – Passed
by the Legislature on March 2, 2020, signed by
the Governor March 25, 2020, effective date
May 31, 2020. This was the priority legislation
of the WVCDL for this legislative session. For
those new to this issue, preemption prevents municipalities from restricting the right to keep and
bear arms in a manner more strict than state code.
When WVCDL obtained passage of preemption in
2014, it applied to only firearms and allowed municipalities to prohibit unlicensed concealed carry
during closed-street municipal events. This led to
a strange circumstance where municipalities could
not ban the carrying of firearms outside of state
code restrictions but could ban knives, pepper
spray or other weapons. WVCDL has long sought
to remove the closed-streets ban.

(R- Kanawha) fought to restore the bill to its original intent and to remove the “closed streets” carry
ban from the West Virginia Code. The House then
passed SB96 with bipartisan support in an 81-17
vote.
This legislation has long been on the WVCDL
agenda and our thanks go to lead sponsor Senator
Charles Trump (R – Morgan) as we as co-sponsoring Senators Cline (R – Wyoming), Rucker (R
– Jefferson), Azinger (R – Wood), Maynard (R –
Wayne), Roberts (R – Raleigh), Sypolt (R – Preston), Smith (R – Tucker), Hamilton (R – Upshur),
Facemire (D – Braxton), and Romano (D – Harrison).
HB4955 (Reducing Fees for License to Carry
Concealed Handgun) – Passed by the Legislature
March 3, 2020; signed by the Governor March 24,
2020; effective date June 1, 2020. Reducing the
costs of our concealed handgun license has also
been a long term agenda item of the West Virginia
Citizens Defense League. The current fee of One
Hundred Dollars ($100.00) is much higher than
that of neighboring states and when added to the
expense of the mandated training course, it can be
cost prohibitive for many working-class citizens.
Regardless, there is no justification for placing this
tax upon your right to keep and bear arms.

Furthermore, WVCDL is an organization dedicated to preserving, expanding, and perpetuating
the right to keep and bear arms. As the United
States Supreme Court has clarified, the Second
Amendment applies to “all instruments that constitute bearable arms” (see Caetano v. Massachusetts (2016)). The right to keep and bear arms is
about more than simply firearms.
SB96 passed quickly in the Senate by a 30-2
margin. Upon arrival in the House, the bill was
referred to a minor subcommittee led be certain
Republicans who were unhappy that it would put
an end to the anti-gun “closed streets” ban on
constitutional carry during temporary municipal
events. Ultimately, the bill was amended to preserve this hard-to-kill portion of gun control in
state code. Finally, the bill made it to the House
floor where the Delegates – led by Dean Jefferies

HB4955 cuts the fee in half and removes the fee
entirely for honorably discharged veterans. The
bill passed unanimously by both chambers. Our
thanks go to lead sponsor Delegate Eric Householder (R – Berkeley) as we as co-sponsoring Delegates Barrett (D – Berkeley), Criss (R – Wood),
Espinosa (R – Jefferson), Cowles (R – Morgan),
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Boggs (D – Braxton), Graves (R – Kanawha), Anderson (R – Wood), Hartman (D – Randolph), and
Pack (R – Raleigh).

tures. It was heavily watered down as it passed the
Senate. WVCDL had initial amendments aimed at
the bill as it arrived in the House but it died quietly in committee. This bill will return. We must
remain vigilant.

SB46 (Permitting the Carrying of Pepper Spray
onto the Capitol Complex) – Passed the Legislature
February 11, 2020; signed by the Governor February 29, 2020; effective May 11, 2020. WVCDL
supports full capitol carry. However, it remains
a criminal offense to bring a deadly weapon onto
the capitol grounds – even outside of the building!
This legislation is nonetheless a step in the right
direction. Beginning May 11, 2020, it will be lawful to take pepper spray – not exceeding one (1)
ounce in volume – onto the capitol complex and
inside of the West Virginia State Capitol. This bill
passed unanimously in both chambers. We have a
long way to go on this issue but our thanks go to
lead sponsor Senator Patricia Rucker (R – Jefferson).

HB4009 (Involuntary Hospitalization) – This
bill was aimed at permitting an authorized physician to order the involuntary hospitalization of
an individual whom the physician believes is addicted or mentally ill. However, given that involuntary commitment to a mental institution results
in a lifetime prohibition on firearm possession under West Virginia Code §61-7-7(a)(4), WVCDL
raised concerns about this bill from its inception
and ultimately was able to work with the stakeholders to insert language into this legislation that
protects citizens from improper application of the
statute to infringe upon or deny your right to keep
and bear arms. In fact, §27-5-2a(g) now reads “No
action taken against an individual pursuant to this
section may be construed to be an adjudication of
the individual, nor shall any action taken pursuant
to this section be construed to satisfy the requirements of W.Va. Code §61-7-7(a)(4).

[OTHER BILLS OF INTEREST]
SB511 (Pawn Shop Firearm Registry Database) –
For the third year in a row, a bill was introduced to
form a searchable registry database of all firearms
obtained through pawn shop gun dealers. Proponents claim this will help return stolen firearms but
there is already a stolen firearm database that can
be utilized by gun dealers. Proponents also feign
that this bill is necessary as part of the “war on
drugs.” No matter what the artifice, WVCDL will
not abide the creation of a firearms registry in the
State of West Virginia. It is our suspicion that this
bill is continuously sought after because a certain
third party who creates and sells the database software stands to gain financially.
...Upon SB511 beginning to move, WVCDL
worked hard to strip it of its most dangerous fea4
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2020 ELECTION – A DECISION TO SHAPE
THE FUTURE OF WEST VIRGINIA
On the heels of a successful legislative session, we
are approaching election season. Every single seat
in the House of Delegates is up for a vote, as is
half of the Senate. We also have a highly contested race for the governor’s mansion. These offices
are crucial toward the success of our legislative
efforts. Additionally, there are local races that also
have an impact on the right to keep and bear arms
– such as elections for county sheriff and assorted
judicial elections.

We have seen what complacency and apathy
yield. We need look no further than our neighbors in Virginia. Virginia has some demographics
problems, sure, but the single largest issue in the
last election there was apathy. Turnout in their last
election was absolutely abysmal. The antigun organizations pumped money into the state. With
participation so low, energized antigun activists
turned out in droves and tipped the scales in their
favor. Elections have consequences. From start
to finish, liberty was under assault in the Virginia
General Assembly this past year.

The WVCDL provides candidate grades to help
voters make an informed decision when it comes
to which candidates are solid on the right to keep
and bear arms. Never forget, the WVCDL is nonpartisan. This is crucial because in the State of
West Virginia we have anti-gun republicans and
pro-gun democrats. Electing blindly by party affiliation will not secure your rights. Informed voting is crucial.
As an all-volunteer organization, great pains go
into reviewing candidate questionnaires, checking
votes, tracking records, scouring public statements,
and ultimately providing grades and endorsements. Your Board of Directors has taken on this
burden and asks only that you make use of these
grades and vote accordingly. A successful Lobby
Day is crucial, as are your phone calls, emails, and
activism. We undoubtedly have a proven track record of keeping our elected officials honest and we
work hard to hold their feet to the fire. However,
if you do not take voting seriously, the result may
well be a slew of antigun candidates being sworn
into office on a mission to infringe upon your right
to keep and bear arms.

WVCDL has always believed that the best defense is a good offense. You cannot take your
right to keep and bear arms seriously if you do
not take voting seriously. Consider it a one-two
punch - voting and Lobby Day. Like a jab without
a follow up shot, voting alone is not enough. You
have to show your elected officials you are paying
attention and keep them accountable. Likewise,
just showing up at Lobby Day is not enough. You
5
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have to set up your power punches. If a slew of
antigun legislators take office they will not care
about your position, no matter what numbers you
amass at the capitol.

friend or coworker. Inquire as to whether they are
registered. If they are not, help them remedy that.
For information on registering to vote check out
the Secretary of State voter website at https://sos.
wv.gov/elections/Pages/GoVoteWV.aspx.

If you are reading this and have not registered to
vote, our intent is not to shame you. Well, maybe
a little bit, but the point is you still have time to
get registered. Due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the primary election has been pushed back to June
9, 2020. The deadline to register is May 9, 2020.
Early voting is conducted from May 27, 2020 to
June 6, 2020.

Candidate ratings can be found at https://www.
wvcdl.org under “CANDIDATE RATINGS.” Be
sure to click on “Candidate Ratings for 2020” as
we also list the historic grades for 2018 and 2016.
Remember, this is a primary election for the legislature, governor, sheriff, and other non-judicial
races. For judicial races – magistrate, circuit court
and supreme court – the June primary election is
your only shot at voting. If you only vote in the
November general election, you will not have a
say in these important races. Get registered. Get
someone you know registered. Review the WVCDL candidate ratings. Share them with other voters. Stay active after election day. Voting without
action is weak, and action without voting is often
futile.

...If you are registered and you are aware
of these dates – pat yourself on the back. Your
work is not done, however, because we have a
challenge for you. Find someone who is not registered to vote and get them registered! Maybe it is
a spouse, a relative, a son or daughter, maybe it is a
6
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THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC
AND YOUR RIGHT TO KEEP AND BEAR ARMS IN WEST VIRGINIA

emergency. That stated, let us examine the executive
orders from Governor Justice in response to the pandemic. This “Stay at Home Order” closed or restricted
many businesses. However, under section r of the Order - pertaining to Supplies for Essential Businesses or
Operations – the following language is included making firearm and ammunition suppliers exempt and able
to stay open:

Following Hurricane Katrina, which saw state and local governments taking draconian measures to ban the
possession of firearms and even attempt confiscation,
WVCDL worked with the then Democrat-held West
Virginia Legislature to pass HB2471 in 2013. This bill
amended §15-5-19a of the West Virginia Code to prohibit any “person acting on behalf or under the authority of the state or a political subdivision of the state”
from prohibiting or restricting the possession, carrying, use, transfer, transportation, storage or display of
any firearm or ammunition. Further, neither the state
nor any political subdivision can “seize, confiscate, or
authorize the seizure of any otherwise lawfully-possessed firearm or ammunition.” See, generally W.Va.
Code §15-5-19a.

Supplies for Essential Businesses and Operations:
… Businesses that sell, manufacture, or supply … firearm and ammunition suppliers and retailers.”
While W.Va. Code §15-5-19a left him little option,
we applaud Governor Justice for following of the law
and enabling firearm and ammunition suppliers to
remain open for business. West Virginia was not as

COVID-19 cannot be used to infringe upon your
right to keep and bear arms – nor can any other state of
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lucky with its sheriffs, many of whom shirked their
“shall issue” duty pertaining to concealed handgun
licenses. Some sheriffs flatly refused to process applications or renewals. Others even added additional
unlawful requirements and fees. Certain sheriffs made
limited accommodations like drop boxes or operating
by scheduled appointments. The situation was a mess.
Ultimately, our amazing Attorney General, Patrick
Morrisey, provided guidance to the sheriffs that – at a
bare minimum – mail in applications can be accepted
and processed. There is no excuse for a sheriff to fail
in his statutory duty, especially after the issuance of
this guidance. If your sheriff continues to violate the
law, you have options. Many sheriffs are up for election. Remember their actions when you head to the
voting booth. It is also possible to bring suit against
the sheriffs for their failure to uphold the requirements
of §61-7-4.

Above right: the 2020 Challenge Coin given to WVCDL members who attended Lobby Day. Above: a WVCDL
member testifying before a local governing body on behalf of the right to keep and bear arms.
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Thomas Raynes

Keith Owen Campbell

CHANGES IN THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
remains on the Board of Directors. Eric Legg has
succeeded him in the role of Treasurer.

Shortly prior to the legislative session Board of Directors member Thomas Raynes resigned from his
position as Treasurer. Mr. Raynes assumed duties
as Treasurer in 2015 and thereafter handled – among
other responsibilities – the processing of membership applications and renewals as well as fulfilling
orders from the WVCDL store. As membership
swelled – and it more than doubled during his tenure – this became a daunting task. Entering data,
printing membership cards, ordering t-shirts, packing orders, printing shipping labels, trips to the post
office – all of this in addition to keeping the books
and filing the necessary tax documents. It was truly
a formidable duty – one that Thomas insists he could
not have upheld without the help of his wife, Beverly. Our deep thanks go to both of them. Thomas

The runup of the legislative session also saw Keith
Owen Campbell resign from the Board of Directors.
Mr. Campbell joined the Board of Directors in 2012
and assumed duties as Secretary in 2015 – a position he served in until his recent resignation. Keith
provided a sharp legal mind and a straightforward
approach that served the WVCDL extremely well.
He organized countless “meet and greet” events and
manned an untold number of information tables at
gun shows and other events. We wish Keith and his
family all the best and offer our deep gratitude to
him for his years of effort. Kevin Patrick, Jr. has
succeeded Keith in the role of Secretary.
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Renewal Reminder
The WVCDL would like to thank you for your support
and your contribution to the incredible advancements
in reclaiming our right to keep and bear arms in West
Virginia. Over the past years, the WVCDL - thanks
to your efforts - has successfully worked to pass more
than 20 pro-gun, pro-hunting, pro-self-defense bills
into law. Additionally, we have defeated each and every anti-gun bill presented in the Legislature.

Thus, if you have not renewed your membership for
the 2020-2021 year, now would be a good time to do
so.
Except for the t-shirt that comes with your membership, all your membership dues go towards fighting
to preserve, perpetuate, and expand your rights. No
member or officer of the WVCDL receives any compensation for their tireless work.

Your activism and financial support are what made
this possible. The West Virginia Citizens Defense
League is the envy of advocacy groups across the state
(and, increasingly, across the country). On behalf of
the WVCDL Board of Directors, I would like to offer
our sincere gratitude.

Again, it is you that has made our outstanding progress happen, and it is you that will be responsible for
progress in the future. If you cannot afford membership dues, do not despair. We value your time, your
phone calls to legislators, your emails, and your presence at the Capitol (and other events) far more than
we value your money. It is your activism and effort that
get things done. Your membership dues only serve to
augment those efforts.
If you desire to renew your membership you can do
so via our website:
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/03Gg8c4d0ecM114wRac5kaj

For those who wish to renew by mail, you can utilize
the application printed on the next page. There is also
a printable membership application available at the
following web address:
http://wvcdl.org/pdf/Membership_Application.pdf
With heartfelt gratitude for all that you have done to
reclaim, preserve, and expand our rights,
. The WVCDL is not an organization that badgers
you for money on a regular basis. We generally ask for
financial support from our membership only once per
year - this is that time of year. Membership runs from
West Virginia Day (June 20th) to June 20th annually.

-Ian T. Masters
President, West Virginia Citizens Defense League
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West Virginia Citizens Defense League
Membership Application
Application Type (circle one):
New
Renewal
Name: _____________________________________________
Mailing Address: _____________________________________
City: ___________________________
County: ____________________
State: _______
Zip: ____________
Phone: ______________________
E-Mail: _________________________________________
T-SHIRT SIZE:____
1 year WVCDL basic membership:
$ 25.00
Additional donation to WVCDL:
$ _________
Total payable to WVCDL:
$ _________
(NOTE: WVCDL accepts personal checks and money orders payable to WVCDL. Please do not mail cash. A $25 dishonored check
fee will be charged if a check is dishonored for any reason.)
(OPTIONAL) Please answer the following survey questions:
Are you a member of the NRA? __________
Are you a member of any other pro-Second Amendment organizations? ____________________
Are you registered to vote? If so, what is your party affiliation? ______________________
Do you presently have a West Virginia concealed handgun license? _________
Are you currently certified as a handgun instructor by the NRA? _________
Do you have any special skills you would be willing to use to help the WVCDL? _______________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________
I hereby apply for membership in the West Virginia Citizens Defense League, Inc. I certify that I: (1) am a natural person of sound mind and good
moral character; (2) support the Constitution of the United States of America and the Constitution of the State of West Virginia; (3) am not a member
of any organization or group which has as any part of its program the attempt to overthrow the Government of the United States of America or any of
its political subdivisions by force or violence; (4) support the right of all otherwise qualified individuals to participate in the programs, activities, and
membership of WVCDL without regard to race, sex, religion, color, or national origin; and (5) will not bring disrepute to or frustrate the purposes of
the WVCDL by my membership in WVCDL.
I understand that acceptance of this application and my continuance as a member of WVCDL is contingent upon my compliance with the foregoing
paragraph and the bylaws of WVCDL.
WVCDL does not sell, rent, or otherwise disclose its membership list; make the names, addresses, or other personally-identifying information of its
members publicly-available; disclose individual responses to member surveys, including the survey contained in this application; or publicly disclose
dues paid or contributions made to WVCDL without the consent of the individual member or donor.
I agree that if I am dissatisfied at any time with my membership in WVCDL or WVCDL’s membership benefits or programs, my sole recourse is
resignation of my membership and a pro rata refund of dues paid.
This application is subject to acceptance and approval by WVCDL.
Contributions, gifts, or membership dues to WVCDL are not deductible as charitable contributions for Federal income tax purposes.

Signature________________________________________
Date______________
This application will not be accepted without a signature. Please allow 4-8 weeks for processing.
Please mail this application, your dues, and any additional contribution you may make to:

WVCDL
PO BOX 11371
CHARLESTON WV 25339-1371
-----------------------------------------------------------------------WVCDL USE ONLY
Amount
Rec’d by
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